PF 4 assay by an ELISA method: a good correlation with the usual RIA method.
PF 4 is a specific platelet protein. This protein is released from alpha granules during the platelet activation and later it adheres to endothelium. Intravenous heparin injection displaces PF 4 from vessels wall. Thus, PF 4 levels are an index of in act or past platelet activation. We have compared two methods of PF 4 dosage on 39 blood samples taken from healthy volunteers and patients. The samples has been shared out tree groups according to the procedure of collecting; so the values of PF 4 are widely enough distributed. There was no difference between the mean values of each group obtained with two methods. Equally the mean value of all samples processed with radioimmunoassay was similar to the mean value obtained with immunoenzymatic method. The correlation index between the values of PF 4 obtained with radioimmunoassay and immunoenzymatic method was 0.97. Therefore the new immunoenzymatic method for the dosage of PF 4 is as sensitive and precise as the radioimmunoassay.